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Video courtesy of Baco-Taylor and Nat. Geo. TV 



Precious coral fishery 
 Corals harvested  

 Pink, gold, and black 
 
 

 
 Fishing (all in the main islands) 

• Since 1950’s Diver collection of black coral  
• 1966-69 dredging pink & gold 
• 1972-79 submersible collection pink & gold 
• 1999-2001  Submersible collection pink & gold  



Local hydrography may have significant influence at small spatial scales     (Long and Baco 2013) 





 Common precious coral taxa  
 
Gold coral    Kulamanamana haumeaae 
Bamboo        Acanella dispar 
 
 
 
 
Gold coral   Kulamanamana haumeaae 
Bamboo       Acanella dispar 
Red coral     Hemicorallium laauense 
 
 
 
 
Gold coral   Kulamanamana haumeaae 
Bamboo      Acanella dispar 
Red coral    Hemicorallium laauense 
Pink coral   Pleurocorallium secundum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.5  square kms 

Patch size 

2.7 square kms 

0.05 square km 



Temperature                                            Temperature 
Flow rate                                                   Flow rate 
Current direction 
Turbidity 
                       





Site Year Duration Depth m Mean °C (SD) 

Makapuu 2007 6 months Nov - Apr 415 8.3  (0.77) 

Barbers Pinn. 2013 7 months, Dec-July 330 10.3  (1.5) 

Keahole 2012 2.5 years 379 8.2  (0.39) 
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Changes in temperature 
and flow (regardless of 
direction) controlled by 
tide cycle   
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Patch “center” mid patch edge 

Makapuu 12.6 14.7 ? 

Barbers Pt. 9.6 13.5 >8.4 

Keahole 4.8 2.78 0.54 







Barbers Keahole 
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Turbidity differs between sites 











11 bamboo colonies 
Mean ht 25 cm (sd 12.4) 
Max 50 cm, settled 55 yrs ago 
No golds, no midas 





Art work by Tyler Lum - Hanauma Bay Education Program  
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