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Instruments – all 3 sites
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Range of mean flow by coral type
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Edge of Barbers patch 



Greater backscatter strength = more food
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Primnoids

Narella gigas

Narella muzikae





Corallids

Pleurocorallium secundum

Hemicorallium laauense



Red Keahole Pink Makapuu



Red Keahole Pink Makapuu

Face same direction – high flowFace multiple directions – low flow



Bamboo and Gold  - all sites

Acanella dispar

Kulamanamana haumeaae



More golds at lower flow



Height of gold colonies differs among sites
P<0.05



Summary

• Within depth/temp envelopes for deep coral flow is an important 
variable 

• Difference in backscatter can shift the scale of flow suitable for corals 
• Different taxa have different flow preferences 

• Intensity
• Spatial and temporal spectra

• Able to put some numbers on expected relationships



Deep sea coral Supported by 

Hawaii Undersea Research Laboratory
NOAA Deep Sea Coral and Technology Program
NOAA Office of Ocean Exploration
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